
By Riza Lozada 

Trade groups and civic orga-
nizations are clashing head-
on over the order of the De-
partment of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR) to 
cancel nearly one quarter of 
the nation’s mining operations. 
Environment Secretary Gina 
Lopez announced Tues-

day she would cancel 75 of the 
nation’s 311 mining contracts, 
as well as the environmental 
compliance certificate (ECC) of 
the planned $5.9-billion Tam-
pakan copper and gold project. 
 The Chamber of Mines 
of the Philippines (CMP) said 
it would fight Lopez’s deci-
sion, saying the order threat-
ened $22-billion worth of 
projects. The contracts are 

for projects in the pipeline 
but are not yet operating. 
 “She’s out to kill the in-
dustry. We do not see a future 
for us under her,” CMP Vice 
President for Legal and Policy 
Affairs Ronald Recidoro said.

Strong concern
The influential trade groups 
Philippine Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (PCCI) 

and the Philippine Exporters 
Confederation (Philexport) 
are backing the CMP; both 
said the closure orders would 
have a major impact on jobs, 
exports and supply chain. 
 Philexport indicated its 
“strong concern” over the 
DENR directive warning the 
government of “serious 
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rte’s 10-point socioeconomic 
agenda.
 In his recent meeting 
with Finance Secretary Carlos 
Dominguez III, ADB President 
Takehiko Nakao said the ADB 
was also looking forward to 
the Philippiness’ hosting of the 
ADB’S 51st annual meeting of 
the Board of Governors in Ma-
nila on May 3 to 6.
 
Progressive measures
In his letter sent earlier to Nakao, 
Dominguez, on behalf of the 
government, said that,  “follow-

ing the Bank’s milestone of cel-
ebrating its 50th anniversary, it 
will be the Philippines’s pleasure 
to host the succeeding annual 
meeting and launch the Bank’s 
proposed vision for the coming 
years.”
 Discussing a wide range of 
issues with Dominguez during 
the meeting, Nakao said he 
agreed with the DOF proposal to 
adjust the excise taxes on auto-
mobiles and petroleum products 
and acknowledged that these 
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Naia alternative pushed with volume
of Phl air traffic increasing rapidly 

ADB, PCCI back quick passage of tax reforms

Mining crackdown: Trade, civic groups in disarray

Manila 19th most dynamic
among 134 global cities

The quick brown fox 
jumps over the lazy dog

The protectionist pol-
icies of US President 
Donald Trump may 
soon hit home to 

stunt the country’s growth as 
he will surely have a relook at 
the trade figures and deals with 
four Asean members, namely 
Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia 
and the new Beijing “support-
er,” the Philippines.
 So far, they have escaped 
Trump’s glare on trade, but he 
may yet come looking. The US 
runs trade deficits with all of 
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US protectionist 
policies seen to 
stunt Phl growth
By Luis Leoncio

The battle for the construction 
of an alternative to the ageing 
and dilapidated Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport (Naia) 
continues as the demand for 
more airports gained added 
urgency with passenger vol-
umes increasing rapidly.
 Air passengers passing 
through Manila would prob-
ably more than double to 140 
million by 2035, from about 60 
million in 2014, according to 
the International Air Transport 
Association. Naia, with four 
terminals, is already handling 
traffic in excess of its capacity 
of 31 million air passengers a 
year.
 There are currently firm 
offers for the development of 
the former Clark Airbase in 

Pampanga, Sangley Point, a 
former US naval base in Cavite; 
and a new development in Bu-
lacan.
 All-Asia Resources and 
Reclamation Corp. (ARRC) 
said it would offer a develop-
ment plan for Sangley Point.
 ARRC is a venture of 
property magnate Henry Sy’s 
Belle Corp. and the Solar 
Group of businessman Wilson 
Tieng; it offered to spend $20 
billion (P1 trillion) to build an 
airport and seaport at Sangley 
Point.
 “Clark and Sangley are 
strategically located to serve 
the northern and southern 
parts of Luzon, said ARRC 
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Manila is ranked the 19th most dynamic among 134 major cities of 
the world assessed in the latest study by professional services and 
investment management firm Jones Lang LaSalle (JLL).
 It was the first time Manila was included in the Global Top 30 of 
the City Momentum Index (CMI), since it was first published in 2014.
 Based on the fourth edition of the index, Manila was cited for 
its “particularly dynamic office market supported by a growing and 
globally competitive business process outsourcing (BPO) sector.”
 JLL also named Manila one of the “Emerging Megacities” along 
with Delhi, Mumbai, and Chennai, which are said to be leveraging 
their dynamic labor markets to drive momentum.
 “Growth in domestic corporations and foreign direct investments 
(FDI) into areas such as BPO is helping to fuel among the fastest eco-
nomic growth out of all the CMI cities, the report said “However, this 
group faces significant infrastructure and quality-of-life issues, with 
high levels of inequality, congestion and pollution hindered by weak 
city governance.” 
 The CMI tracks the speed of change of a city’s economy and 
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More institutions have signified 
their support for the immediate 
enactment of the Duterte admin-
istration’s tax-reform package, 
which is pending in Congress, to 
maintain the economy’s growth 
momentum.
 The Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) said it supports the 
proposed reforms in the excise 
taxes of automobiles and petro-
leum products authored by the 
Department of Finance (DOF), 
as these are highly “progres-
sive tax measures” that would 
help support President Dute-

Despite the human-rights 
issues repeatedly raised 
against President Duterte, 
the Philippines has advanced 
12 notches in the 2017 In-
dex of Economic Freedom 
of the conservative US think 
tank Heritage Foundation. 
 According to the Wash-
ington-based institution, the 
country improved to 58th place 
in 2017 from 70th in 2016. 
 The Philippines was 
among countries catego-
rized as “moderately free.”  
 The annual index ranks 
economies based on 12 in-
dependent factors called 
“economic freedoms,” 
with the addition of “ju-
dicial effectiveness” and 
“fiscal health” this year.  
 Heritage said the Philip-
pines showed improvements 
in property rights (+19.2); 
monetary freedom (+2.9); 
and labor freedom (+.1). 
 “Despite the challeng-
ing global economic envi-

ronment, the Philippines has 
achieved notable econom-
ic expansion, driven by the 
economy’s strong export 
performance and inflows of 
remittances that have bol-
stered private consump-
tion,” the think tank said. 
 The country achieved 
an “economic freedom” 
score of 65.6 out of a pos-
sible 100, which is signifi-
cantly better than the glob-
al and regional averages.  
 Among countries in 
the Asia-Pacific, the Philip-
pines ranked 14th among 
states surveyed in the region. 
 While noting the prob-
lems posed by absent en-
trepreneurial dynamism, still 
needed institutional reforms, 
and a weak judicial system in 
the Philippines, the Heritage 
Foundation also highlight-
ed positive developments.  
 It recognized that the 
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Phl leapfrogs 12 rungs
in ‘economic freedom’

ADB President Takehiko Nakao.
      ADB FACEBOOK PAGE

The Manila City Hall at dawn. CORTECO8 VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

President Donald 
Trump participates 
in the 2017 Joint 
Winter meeting 
of Major Cities 
Chiefs Association 
and Major 
County Sheriff’s 
Association at 
the J.W. Marriott 
on February 8 
in Washington, 
D.C. (Official 
White House 
photo by Shealah 
Craighead).
DONALD J. TRUMP 
FACEBOOK PAGE

U.P. BESTWOS OBLATION AWARD ON VILLAR Former 
Senate President Manuel “Manny” Villar Jr., chairman of the Vllar Group, 
receives the University of the Philippines (UP) Gawad Oblation for his 
extraordinary service and contribution to the university. In his acceptance 
speech, Villar thanked to the university for challenging him to dream big 
and help him achieve what he has become today. With him are outgoing UP 
President Alfredo Pascual and UP Vice President for Public Affairs Dr. Edna Co.

The renovated lobby of the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (Naia) Terminal 
1. ALVIN I. DACANAY


