
For years, Edward, Bernard and Daniel’s daily routine was 
classroom work, house duties and community service at an or-
phanage. Early this year, little did they realize their lives would 
transform. 
 The three boys - Edward Sumera, Bernard Sabularse and 
Daniel Vallejos - are residents of Tuloy Foundation, a charitable 
organization for poor, abused, orphaned and abandoned chil-
dren. 
 With the right physique and mind set, they passed the 
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PAL celebrates its 76th birthday 
by giving back to the environment

Top photo shows Philippine Airlines (PAL) employee-volunteers with airline officials, led by PAL Chairman Dr. Lucio C. 
Tan. Right photo shows a volunteer planting a guyabano tree sapling. 

Philippine Airlines 
(PAL) recently held a 
tree planting activity 
in the town of Carran-
glan, Nueva Ecija, as 
part of its 76th anni-
versary last March.
	 Different	 types	
of fruit-bearing trees 
were planted by about 
50 volunteer-employ-
ees as part of the 
company’s environ-
mental advocacy pro-
gram.

The Philippine econ-
omy is expected to 
grow the fastest in 
the region, even bet-

ter than China and next only 
to India, as the outlook for de-
veloping East Asia is expected 
to remain broadly positive in 
the next three years, according 
to a new World Bank (WB) re-
port.
 As economies in the re-
gion are driven by robust do-
mestic demand and a gradual 
global recovery, poverty was 
likely to continue to fall, driven 
by sustained growth and ris-
ing labor incomes, the just-re-
leased East Asia and Pacific 
Economic Update stated.
 The large developing 
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Phl growth to remain 
Asia’s fastest—WB

The World Bank says the 
massive infrastructure buildup 
of the government will fuel the 
sustained strong economic 
growth in the next three years. 
Public Works Secretary Mark 
Villar (third from right) and 
Transportation Secretary 
Arthur Tugade (second from 
left), who lead the Duterte 
Administration’s “Build, Build, 
Build” team, along with Metro 
Pacific Investments Corp. 
Chairman Manuel Pangilinan 
(second from right), inspect 
the North Luzon Expressway 
(NLEX) Harbor Link Segment 
10 on Tuesday (April 18, 2017). 
Harbor Link Segment 10 is 
an elevated expressway that 
connects the port area to the 
northern provinces of Luzon via 
NLEX. PNA 

Environment Secretary Regina Lopez 
is blocking a plea of the Department 
of Finance (DoF)-led Mining Industry 
Coordinating Council (MICC) for the 
government to allocate P50 million to 
review the mine closures ordered by the 
Department of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources (DENR).
 Finance Assistant Secretary Paola 
Alvarez said the budget support is 
needed to hire independent experts to 
reassess the operations—not just of 
the 28 mines shuttered or suspended 
earlier by the Department of Environ-

ment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
but of all 311 mining contracts in the 
country—in keeping with the directive 
of President Duterte himself for a com-
prehensive review on the mine closures 
during a Cabinet meeting last February.
 Acting on that presidential order 
for a reassessment of the 2016 au-
dit done by the DENR that led to the 
closure or suspension of the 28 mines, 
Alvarez pointed out that “the Council 
subsequently held two meeting that 
resulted in the unanimous adoption 
of MICC Resolution 6 providing for a 

multistakeholder review of all mining 
operations, and an agreement to seek 
a P50-million allocation from the De-
partment of Budget and Management 
(DBM) to fund this activity over a three-
month period.”
 “In fact, DENR Secretary Regina 
Lopez was present at the first MICC 
meeting held on Feb. 9, in which she 
signed with her Council co-chairper-
son, Finance Secretary Carlos Domin-
guez III, this MICC resolution that her 
personal lawyer, Christian Monsod, had 
helped draft in that same gathering,” 

said Alvarez.
 “Hence, we at the DOF are rather 
perplexed as to why the good secretary 
would seemingly want to throw a mon-
key wrench into the MICC-approved 
review of all mining operations by op-
posing the budgetary support when, 
first, such a reassessment was ordered 
by President Duterte no less during the 
Cabinet meeting last Feb. 7, and, sec-
ond, she herself formally approved such 
an MICC review by signing MICC 
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Lopez throws roadblocks to mine closures review

(From left) Daniel Vallejos, Edmar Sumera, and Benedict Sabularse—street kids 
from Tuloy Foundation—are carving a name in the international world of ballet.

Street kids transform into
world-class ballet dancers 

The Supreme Court (SC) re-
jected	with	 finality	 a	petition	of	
intervention	 filed	 by	 lawyers	
questioning the Securities and 
Exchange Commission’s (SEC) 
implementation of the high 
court’s June 2011 ruling that ef-
fectively stated the regulator has 
the jurisdiction in ruling on Phil-
ippine Long Distance Telephone 
Co.’s (PLDT) compliance to the 
40-percent limit to foreign own-
ership.
 The SC earlier cleared an 
SEC memorandum that applied 
the 60:40 rule only on voting 
shares.
 In its decision, the SC said 
that it is not a trier of facts and 
threw out a petition alleging 
the SEC has gravely abused its 
discretion in ruling that PLDT is 
compliant with the constitutional 
cap on foreign ownership.
 “The Court found that the 
SEC	had	yet	to	make	a	definitive	
ruling on PLDT’s compliance 
with the capital requirement pur-
suant to the Gamboa decision 
and the Gamboa resolution, 
thus any ruling would be prema-
ture,” it stressed.
 “Also, the Court cited that 
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SC affirms 
ruling 
on PLDT 
nationality

Former Finance Secretary Margarito Teves 
has said that now is the most “conducive 
time”	 for	 the	 Congress	 to	 approve	 the	 first	
phase of the proposed Comprehensive Tax 
Reform Program (CTRP), given the wide and 
deep popular support for President Duterte 
and the country’s strong macroeconomic fun-
damentals.  
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Teves cites ‘conducive’ 
time for tax-reform bid


